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John Patrick Brown, Jr., Esq. 
jpb@gdllaw.com 

 

Lyle M. Blanchard, Esq. 
lmb@gdllaw.com 

 
June 9, 2022 

 

BY IZIS 

Mr. Anthony J. Hood, Chairman 
D.C. Zoning Commission  
One Judiciary Square 
441 4th Street, N.W. 
Second Floor 
Washington, D.C.  20001 

 

 
 

Re: Zoning Commission Case No. 22-13 
Application of The Wesley Theological Seminary of the United Methodist Church 
for Approval for a Campus Plan to Thrive in Place (2022-2032) 
4500 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Square 1600, Lots 6 (818 and 819), 7, 8 and 9. 

 
Dear Chairman Hood and Members of the Commission: 
 

On June 8, 2022, the Neighbors for a Livable Community (“NLC”) and Spring Valley–
Wesley Heights Citizens Association (“SV–WHCA”), jointly filed a lengthy procedural objection 
titled “Applicant’s Failure to Comply with Pre-Hearing Obligations” focused primarily on the 
Seminary’s designation of Mr. Shane L. Dettman, Director of Planning Services at Holland & 
Knight, LLP, as an expert witness regarding zoning issues, including Permitted Campus Plan Uses. 

 
As set forth below, neither NLC nor SV-WHCA have suffered any surprise and/or 

prejudice by Mr. Dettman‘s direct and rebuttal testimony at the June 13, 2022 Public Hearing.  
Wesley‘s community engagement process dating back to at least July 2019 included detailed 
discussions of numerous issues, including the Campus Plan Permitted Uses.  NLC and SV-WHCA 
and their members have been active participants in this process and this specific issue.  On May 
10, 2022, Wesley provided a copy of the attached April 13, 2022 Memorandum from Holland & 
Knight, LLP (co-authored by Norman M. Glasgow, Jr. and Mr. Dettman) specifically addressing 
the question of whether the proposed New Dormitory is a Permitted Campus Use 
(“Memorandum”).  The Memorandum was provided electronically by undersigned counsel to Mr. 
Dennis Paul (President of NLC), Mr. William Krebs (Interim President and Counsel of SV-
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WHCA), Dr. Jeffrey Kraskin and Mr. Thomas Smith (long-time SV-WHCA members), Ms. 
Elizabeth Pemmerl (ANC 3D02 Commissioner) and numerous other Community Liaison 
Committee members.  Having received, reviewed and previously commented on the 
Memorandum, neither NLC nor SV-WHCA can reasonably claim that they are surprised and/or 
prejudiced by the testimony that will be offered by Mr. Dettman that will be based on the 
Memorandum and related issues that may be raised at the public hearing. 

 
Finally, Mr. Dettman was only designated as an expert witness in response to the numerous 

very recent joint filings by NLC and SV-WHCA, including Request for Party Status in Opposition 
filed May 27, Zoning Analysis filed June 6, and Pre-Hearing Statement filed June 8.  NLC and 
SV-WHCA having chosen to elevate Permitted Campus Uses as the primary focus of its 
opposition, cannot reasonably claim that Wesley is not entitled to provide a detailed response to 
the Zoning Commission through Mr. Dettman‘s expert testimony. 

 
Under these circumstances, Wesley respectfully requests to introduce Mr. Dettman’s 

expert direct and rebuttal testimony at the scheduled June 13, 2022 Public Hearing. 
 

Thank you for your consideration. 
 

Sincerely, 

GREENSTEIN DELORME & LUCHS, P.C. 
 
 
 
 

 

John Patrick Brown, Jr.  
 
 
 
 ___________________________________________ 

Lyle M. Blanchard 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that on June 9, 2022, the foregoing letter was delivered via electronic mail to 
the following: 
 
Ms. Jennifer Steingasser 
Mr. Joel Lawson 
Mr. Stephen Cochran 
D.C. Office of Planning 
1100 4th Street, SW 
Suite E650 
Washington, D.C.  20024 
Jennifer.steingasser@dc.gov 
joel.lawson@dc.gov 
stephen.cochran@dc.gov 
 

Mr. Aaron Zimmerman 
D.C. Department of Transportation 
55 M Street, SE, Suite 400 
Washington, D.C.  20003 
aaron.zimmerman@dc.gov 
 

ANC 3D 
3D@anc.dc.gov 
 

Mr. Ben Bergmann, Chair, ANC 3D 
3D08@anc.dc.gov 
 

Ms. Elizabeth Pemmerl, ANC 3D02 
3D02@anc.dc.gov 
 

ANC 3E 
3E@anc.dc.gov 
 

Mr. Jonathan Bender, Chair, ANC 3E 
jonbender@gmail.com  
 

Commissioner Gianinno, ANC 3E05 
3E05@anc.dc.gov 

William Clarkson 
Spring Valley Neighborhood Association 
wclarksonv@gmail.com 
 

Dennis Paul 
Neighbors for a Livable Community 
dennis.paul@verizon.net 
 

William F. Krebs 
Spring Valley-Wesley Heights Citizens 
Association 
w_krebs@msn.com 
 

 
             
                 
             __________________________ 
                           John Patrick Brown, Jr., Esq. 
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From: John Patrick Brown Jr.  
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2022 4:23 PM 
To: dennis.paul@verizon.net; johnhdalton@outlook.com; jlkraskin@rcn.com; rrscholz@msn.com; jtscholz@msn.com; 
epemmerl@gmail.com; derryallen@aol.com; wclarksonv@gmail.com; tmfsmith@rcn.com; srepp@ncher.org; 
mnlehnhard@aol.com; herzsj@gmail.com; mebuckles@me.com; ahg71139@aol.com; mlinson@gmail.com; 
w_krebs@msn.com; '3d02@anc.dc.gov' <3d02@anc.dc.gov> 
Subject: Wesley Seminary: Holland & Knight Zoning Analysis 
 
All, As promised last night, I am forwarding the Holland & Knight Zoning Analysis provided to Wesley. Chip Glasgow will 
be available at Thursday night’s CLC meeting to answer any questions on this issue. 
 
Also, Tomorrow I will be able to provide a copy of the Gorove Slade Comprehensive Transportation Review report 
prepared for DDOT once it has been accepted by DDOT. 
 
Feel free to contact me with any questions.  
 
Many thanks, Pat   
 
John Patrick Brown, Jr., Esq. 
Greenstein DeLorme & Luchs, P.C. 
801 17th Street, N.W. 
Suite 1000 
Washington, D.C.  20006 

202.452.1400 Phone 
202.452.1410 Fax 
jpb@gdllaw.com  
www.gdllaw.com 

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS COMMUNICATION IS CONFIDENTIAL, MAY BE ATTORNEY-CLIENT 
PRIVILEGED, MAY CONSTITUTE INSIDE INFORMATION, AND IS ONLY INTENDED FOR THE USE OF THE 
ADDRESSEE. UNAUTHORIZED USE, DISCLOSURE, OR COPYING IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED, AND MAY BE 
UNLAWFUL. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICATION IN ERROR, PLEASE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY US AT 
THE FOLLOWING:  administrator@gdllaw.com. THANK YOU.  FOR MESSAGES TO CONSUMER DEBTORS:  THIS 
MESSAGE, AND ALL OTHERS FROM THIS OFFICE, IS A COMMUNICATION FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR IN AN 
ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED MAY BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
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